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she enjoyed being Queen so much that she did
not wish to share any of her power and glory.
Or she may have thought it better for the country
that she should not involve herself with any
foreign marriage alliance. Or she may really have
wished to marry Leicester, but again, thought it
better for the country that she should not. We
do not know. Again we can only look at the facts.
She never did marry; she left no child of her own.
We know that she liked children, we know too
that she envied Mary Queen of Scots when a
baby boy was born in Edinburgh. " The Queen
of Scots has a fair son, while I am but a barren
stock ", she is supposed to have said; and that
night she stopped all music and dancing at Court,
and sat silent herself.
It is perhaps one of the most interesting pro-
blems in her private life, but we cannot solve it.
She was the only person who knew what really
decided her, who knew if she ever meant to marry,
and if she ever wanted to marry any particular-
person; and if so, the reason why she never did.
But true to her motto she " kept silence "*